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Home Learning Policy

Merrylee Primary School
RATIONALE

Home learning adds an important dimension to the education of pupils in Merrylee Primary school. Home learning activities will be reflective of the approaches to learning practised in class, for example implementation of active, enquiry-based, contextualised learning. Engaging children in contextualised learning, outside of school, enables them to apply their skills in a meaningful way.  
Through our home learning policy and practice we endeavour to ensure that every pupil will be provided with a range of activities and experiences. This will provide an opportunity for children to consolidate, reflect and build upon their learning and experiences in the classroom and ultimately foster a curiosity and love for learning. 
PURPOSE OF HOME LEARNING
The assessment of a manageable amount of home learning is an integral part of the learning and teaching process. Our establishment firmly believes that issuing regular, varied, meaningful and interesting home learning will:
· Strengthen partnership between home and school
· Enable parents/ carers to participate in their child’s learning and teaching process
· Widen the learning experience by giving pupils the opportunity to use materials and sources of information available out-with the classroom including the use of libraries, ICT and other resources
· Promote self-reliance, self-discipline, self-confidence and encourage pupils to take responsibility for their own learning.

· Develop children’s ability to plan and organise their work and to make appropriate choices to further their learning
NATURE OF HOME LEARNING
Home learning activities will include a variety of tasks and will reflect ongoing class-work across the curriculum. Home learning tasks will be varied and provide a range of choice across curricular areas. This may be presented in a termly grid format linked to the main context for learning. Pupils will be required to select activities to develop skills to suit their own interests and areas of development. 
Home learning in P1-2 will reflect the play based pedagogy practised in class. From P4 stages, children will be issued with a home learning journal. This can be used to record home learning activities across the curriculum as and when required. As home learning is issued on a weekly and/or termly basis, this will allow families greater flexibility to complete tasks, to suit personal circumstances. It is recommended that children do not spend any longer than 10-15 minutes at P1-3 and 20-30 minutes at P4-7 per evening.
Home learning will not usually be set for weekends or holiday periods, however there will be a whole school expectation that all pupils complete weekly and termly homework tasks.
ACCESSING HOME LEARNING
Each class will have a class blog, on which staff will post their planning for literacy, numeracy and other curricular areas, at the beginning of each term. Home learning linked to the planned learning will be made available on the blog by the end of the first week each term, with the exception of term 1 when it will be shared at or just after the ‘Meet the Teacher’ event.
HOME LEARNING AT P1 (key transition stage)
Parents in P1 will receive detailed home learning communication at the beginning of each week. Whilst learning the initial 42 sounds, children will complete a page of their sound book for each sound that is introduced in class. When the children begin to learn the alternative sounds, home learning will usually be issued on a weekly basis unless otherwise directed by the teacher. 

Once children are able to sound and blend words, they will be issued with 2 reading books per week. Ideas for supporting reading at home will be issued in the home learning communication. Alongside this, children will learn ‘tricky’ words (sight words) and will usually be given 2-3 tricky words each week. Ideas to support numeracy and maths learning will be available on the class blog. Occasionally, children may be issued with activity sheets to support learning in numeracy.
P2-3

On class blogs, teachers will provide play based tasks linked to literacy and numeracy. Children should be encouraged to read and/or be read to every night for enjoyment. Reading books will be issued weekly and teachers will provide guidance and strategies for parents to support reading at home. Spelling lists and active spelling tasks will be posted on the class blog. Opportunities to participate in extended learning projects will also be included as appropriate throughout the year.
P4-7
Classes will post activities which will support the application of numeracy and literacy in real contexts. Activities and resources will support parents to engage in meaningful discussion relating to reading books or books selected for enjoyment. Maths tasks will encourage pupils to solve problems using concrete, pictorial and abstract strategies. Spelling lists and active spelling tasks will be posted on the Glow Blog. Opportunities to participate in extended learning projects will also be included as appropriate throughout the year.
P7 (key transition stage)
In addition to the above, P7 will also be encouraged to develop independence in managing their home learning choices. Pupils will use a diary to organise and plan their home learning.  All pupils will be issued with a ‘Study Ladder’ log in to tailor their learning to their individual needs and encourage independent study skills. 
DIGITAL LEARNING

Merrylee Primary is at the forefront in leading digital technology and acknowledges the significant role digital technology has in supporting and enhancing children’s learning experiences. Class blogs serve as a platform to promote home/school partnerships and learning in a sustainable way. 
Class blogs will therefore provide information about suitable apps to support learning which can be used at home. The use of digital technology is valued as a possible way to present learning.
To enable all children to access digital technology, all pupils in P6-7 will be issued with i-pads as part of Glasgow City Council’s digital learning strategy. (Further information included in Digital Learning Strategy policy)
SHARING AND CELEBRATION OF HOME LEARNING
The class teacher will clearly communicate to the pupil how they intend to celebrate any piece of home learning and the timescale for doing so. Methods of sharing may include:
· Class discussion/ presentation
· Display 

· Sharing of knowledge
As such, parents play an important role in monitoring, supporting and actively encouraging their children.

SUPPORTING HOME LEARNING 
Home learning tasks can enrich and enhance pupils’ progress and learning when parents and children work together. We believe that home learning is at the forefront of partnership between home and school, it is therefore crucial that parents of our pupils are actively involved in our home learning practice as a “helpful presence” when their child is completing home learning. 

Regular engagement with the class blog will provide parents with the tools, resources and stimulus for meaningful learning discussions. The school will also facilitate parent workshops to help parents access the blog and develop their own skills and knowledge of current pedagogy in literacy and numeracy. Parents across stages will be invited to participate in parent/child ‘Let’s Learn’ workshops to showcase strategies that can also be used to support home learning. 
Learning Logs are sent home at key points throughout each school session. These will include evidence of children’s learning and personalised tracking information related to the planned learning for each term. Parent/child conversations which reflect on learning are an essential element of your child’s learning and development. 
ADDITIONAL SUPPORT FOR LEARNING AT HOME
Pupils will be able to access previous blog posts to revisit certain aspects of learning, giving personalisation and choice as well as control of the direction of their own learning through self-evaluation. Following current practice in school, parents/carers should not hesitate to contact the class teacher so that appropriate steps can be taken to address any issues and support learning.
GLOSSARY OF TERMS

pedagogy


theory and practice of teaching, approaches to instruction

‘tricky’ words


words that cannot be ‘sounded’ out, sight vocabulary e.g. the, was

active learning

engaged in learning, actively participating in mind or imagination

contextualised learning
learning through topic based and/or real life contexts
concrete


use of practical materials in numeracy e.g. counters, cubes, money
pictorial


presenting in pictures, diagrams, drawings; visual representations
abstract


mental or written calculations
Study Ladder


an online literacy and mathematics learning tool
tracking


tool used to record and report on pupil progress 

